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himself In the midst of a veritable sylvan Arcadia. We
have now entered the confines of the yellow-stone region,"
and " the warm rich tints of the stone have never been seen
to better effect than in the cottages of Great Tew. Here
it sets off to perfection the tall many-gabled roofs of
thatch, the mullioned windows, the rustic porches festooned
with honeysuckle, and the trim, well-tended flower-beds. At
the back of these cottages the greenest of meadows and
orchards slope down to the tiny brook, while a well-timbered
path guards the village at either extremity." 1 Except the
quite modem (1885) memorial in the Church, and an inn,
" The Falkland Arms," there is nothing to commemorate
the brief reign of the greatest of the lords of Great Tew.
The " walled gardens opening into each other in an orderly
series" still remain, and here too are the noble lime-trees
under which Falkland and his scholar-companions may often
have held the convivium philosophicwn and convivium theo-
logicuwii but the property passed out of the Gary family at
the end of the seventeenth century, and the house itself is
comparatively modern.

What manner of man was the lord of this fair domain ?
In outward aspect he was entirely lacking in distinction.
The portraits which we possess certainly bear out the des-
criptions of contemporaries. " He was," says Triplet, " of
David's stature, of his courage too." Aubrey says: " His
person was little and of no great strength, his hair blackish
and somewhat flaggy, and his eye black and quick ". Aubrey
is hardly trustworthy, but even Clarendon admits that with
all Falkland's advantages, " he had one great disadvantage

11 have quoted from Mr. H. A. Evans' delightful description of a country
which I know intimately and love well, chiefly in order to give myself an
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